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Fern Prairie Area In 1852 


(This information about Fern 
Prairie was obtained from the 
1885 “Illustrated History of 
Clarke County, Washington 
Territory,” loaned to the 
Post-Record by Clark Kersey, 
of Camas). 


The first settlers in this 
Portion of the county (Fern 
Prairie) were James Parker and 
his son, D.C. Parker, who 
arrived in the district in 1852 
and located their claim the 
following year. 

The next settler was Hon. 
Lewis Van Vleet, in 1855, after 
which the settlement was 
subject to so many changes 
that no note was taken of the 


general movements of the 
families. 
The first school in the 


locality was opened under the 
tutelageof Miss Lucy Knight, in 
May, 1863, in a log hut that 
occupied the site of the present 
building of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

Church Started 

As long ago as 1857 there 
was a church organization 
under the teaching of the 
Methodist body, at Fern Prairie, 
services being held in the 
different school-houses until 
the completion of the church 
building in 1884. 

It is 28 by 48 feet in 
dimensions, has a membership 
of about 25, and is now under 
the pastoral charge of Rev. 
G.C. Ferguson. The first 
officiating clergyman was Rev. 
C.O. Hosford. 


(This history of “La Camas,” 
published in the History Of 
Clarke County, Washington 
Territory, in Vancouver in 
1885, was loaned to the 
Post-Record by Clark Kersey 
of Camas.) 

This place is one of the 
most beautiful spots in this 
county and is farmed for its 
lakes of which there are three, 
the upper sheet of water being 
entirely unconnected with the 
two others by any stream or 
armlet. 

These last named are joined 
by a miniature strait, and time 
was when the water in one was 
higher than in the other, but 
lately the uniting link has been 
deepened under the 
enterprising auspices of the La 
Camas Colony, an association 
of gentelement having as their 


object the utilizing of the 
water-power here found. 
Flowing from the 


southernmost of these meres is 
the La Camas creek which 
finds its way into the 
Columbia, after passing 
through a romantic canyon now 
swirling around huge bowlders 
and again splashing against its 
rocky buttresses, affording in 
its dark pools a safe retreat for 
countless numbers of the 
beautiful mountain trout. 

On the margin of the lake 
nearest the Columbia, which at 
its nearest point, is distant 
therefrom about a mile and a 
quarter, in the year 1846, 
Jacob Hunsaker had erected, 


for him by David C. Parker and 
William Ryan, a saw mill, 
which was located above the 
site of that which afterwards 
took its place and subsequently 
became a prey to the devouring 
element. 

Although it served its 
purpose at the time, as things 
go now, it was not much of an 
establishment; it was provided 
with but one saw-an upright, 
seven feet long—while the logs 
used were cut in the immediate 
vicinity and rolled to the, 


log-way with hand-spikes. 
It may be mentioned that 
the saw is now in the 


possession of Mrs. David C. 
Parker, and would form a 
splendid acquisition to a 
-museum of pioneer relics of 
Clarke county. 

The next mill to be 
constructed was one by the 
Hudson Bay Company in 1851 
but which too was burned in 
after years, while, in 1852, H. 
J. G. Maxon built the edifice 
known far and near as Mason’s 
mill, but this also succumbed 
to fire and left the vicinity 
without an industry of this 
nature until 1883 when the 
LaCamas Colony erected that 
in present operation. 

Church Grows 

The Presbyterian Church 
was established at LaCamas 
Dec. 9, 1883, by Rev. J. R. 
Thompson, of Olympia, who 
prior to the event had 
been accustomed to hold 
services at the residence of A. 
E. McMaster, at the corner of 
4th and Columbia Streets. 

The original membership 
was composed of MacMaster, 
Elizabeth MacMaster , Martha 
Conklin, O. T. McCord and T. 
Knutson, but the number of 
which has_ since been 
considerably auginenied. There 
is, as yet, no church buiiding, 


_ the services being held in the 
schodl-ho 


Colony Organized : 
The La Camas Colony 


company was organized in 
Portland with Henry L. Pittock 
‘as president and D. H. 
Stearns, manager, the object 
being to found a town, or 
colony, at La Camas, and bring 
into practical use the 
magnificent water power there 
remaining uncondemned. May 
12, 1883, the association 
examined these advantages, 
found them to realize every 
expectation and forthwith 
directed the manager to enter 
into negotiations toward the 
purchase of lands which should 
command “the “whole water 
power. 


Without delay 2,600 acres 
of land were bought on either 
margin of the lakes and 
embracing both banks of 
LaCamas creek to its 
embouchure at the Columbia, 
thus giving them riparian rights 
over a lake several square miles 
in extent and a stream more 
than a mile in length, with a 
fall in that distance of 175 
feet. 

To utilize this force it 
became necessary to construct 
a sequence of dams at the 
southern end of the lakes, 
work having been commenced 
July 31, 1883. When dams 
number one and two were 
completed, ‘at a $16,000 cost,+ 
the third dam was started, and 
is intended, when completed, 
to head and feed a second 
aqueduct. 

By the construction of dam 
No. |, the waters of the two 
lakes were raised 12 feet above 
their ordinary height, and 9 
feet above the main aqueduct, 
which it feeds. Dam number 
two is a portion of the 
water-course and is located at 
the point where stands the 
company’s saw-mill. 

The company controlling 
this interest has spent about 
$100,000 in land and 
improvements in this vicinity 
while the enterprise is 
attracting considerable 
attention. It has in operation a 
magnificent paper mill which 
produced a first class article 
that is now being used by The 
Oregonian, and a flouring mill 
is in course of construction. 

All these manufactories are 
connected by a_ tramway 
extending from the town to 
the wharf, making 
transportation to steamboats 
exceedingly convenie: 1. 
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